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Merry Christmas 
 
The past year has seen significant progress in our partnership working, with a 
range of local projects now being developed.    
 
As ever, Essex County Council will work to retain the local distinctiveness of 
our local communities and work alongside parish and town councils to achieve 
this.  Throughout 2008 we would like to work with you to develop projects that 
your local communities have identified as important. 
 
We would also like to continue to support our councils to gain Quality status, 
helping ensure that Essex is recognised as one of the best counties for 
partnership working between the tiers of local government. 
 
In the New Year, we will be including a number of initiatives and opportunities 
in this bulletin.  It is essential that clerks and councillors all see the information 
and we will be seeking your views on the content, quality and timeliness of the 
bulletin early in 2008. 
 
On behalf of the Making the Links team and all Essex County Council 
members and officers, we would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas 
and look forward to working with you in the New Year. 
 
 
Making the Links Concordat 
 
As highlighted last month, we are launching the Making the Links Concordat 
in February 2008.  The Concordat will set out our commitment to working with 
parish and town councils to serve our local communities.  With a particular 
focus on Quality Councils, we are seeking to develop new and innovative 
ways of working with local communities to identify issues of importance, and 
more importantly, work together to deliver their aspirations. 
 
We are rightly proud in Essex that we have the highest number of Quality 
Councils in England.  Quality status is strongly supported by Essex County 
Council as an important benchmark for local councils, and one that accords 
with our belief that democratic accountability is an important part of effective 
local governance. 
 
We are of course keen to work with all councils and recognise that attaining 
Quality status may not be a priority for all councils.  In 2008 we will also be 
seeking your advice as to what support we could provide to help you gain 
Quality status.  We will be working closely with EALC to put together a range 



of support, including financial, advice and staff to cover clerks during periods 
of high workload. 
Lord Hanningfield will be formally launching the Concordat at the House of 
Lords on 13th February.  The Chairs of all of our Quality Councils have been 
invited to join us for the launch and celebrate our successes to date. 
 
 
Local Area Agreement Workshop 
 
At our annual event on 19 September, you asked for a workshop to be held to 
support parish and town councils’ understanding of how to ensure their 
communities can benefit from the LAA.  We are pleased to announce a series 
of events that we hope will ensure parish and town councils in Essex play a 
full role in these two important pieces of work. 
 
Firstly, on 16 January (6.30pm to 8.30pm, at the Essex Records Office in 
Chelmsford), we would like to invite you to an LAA workshop.  The session 
will include a general Question & Answer session about the LAA and a 
discussion about how you, as local councils can ensure that your local 
communities benefit from partnership working in Essex. 
 
 
Parish Proofing the Essex Strategy 
 
As we highlighted in the November edition of the bulletin, we are hosting two 
workshops to parish proof the Essex Strategy in January 2008: 
 
• Wednesday 30 January 2008 – Danbury Parish Meeting Room from 6.30 

to 8pm 
• Thursday 31 January 2008 – Marks Tey Village Hall from 6.30 to 8pm 
 
The purpose of the two sessions is to test whether issues of importance to 
your communities are reflected in the Strategy.  Of critical importance will be 
exploring how you can play a role in engaging with your communities and 
ensuring their needs and aspirations are met through the wide-scale 
partnership working in Essex. 
 
In preparation for the session, we invite you to give some thought to how you 
have engaged with your communities in the recent past, and how the results 
did, or did not, influence decisions and actions of partners.  The work can 
include specific issues of local importance that were consulted upon, work 
carried out through parish plans, or any other engagement you feel is 
relevant. 
 



As a result of the two sessions we want to be able to clearly identify the ways 
in which parish and town councils, on behalf of local communities, can 
contribute to, and draw on, partnership resources and structures. 
 
If you would like to attend the LAA workshop on the 16 January or either of 
the ‘Parish-Proofing’ Workshops on 30 or 31 January, it would be helpful if 
you could confirm your attendance by letting us know, preferably by e-mail.   
 
The workshops are open to all parish/town councillors and clerks. 
 
Contact:  Angela Balcombe (Parish Information & Co-ordination Officer)  
  Essex County Council 
  Community Planning & Regeneration (C229) 
  County Hall 

Chelmsford  
Essex CM1 1LX 

 
E-mail: angela.balcombe@essexcc.gov.uk
 
Telephone:  01245 437308 
 
 
Communicating with Local Communities 
 
Throughout 2008 we would like to undertake a wide range of engagement 
activities with local communities.  We see your role as crucial in undertaking 
this work and would like to invite you to work with us in hosting public debates 
and events and providing information to communities via your newsletters. 
 
Starting in April 2008, we would like to purchase a page in your newsletters 
for a period of 6 months to provide information directly to your communities.  
Alongside this, we would like to try out online communications via your 
websites and any other media you think would be useful.   
 
We hope to begin to build up an ongoing dialogue between our respective 
councils and the communities we serve to identify issues of importance that 
we should take into account when planning and delivering our services.  We 
would like this to cover all parished areas in Essex, demonstrating clearly the 
advantages that parish and town councils bring to community engagement 
and locally-tailored working. 
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