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East Hanningfield Village Hall “Community Suite” 
 

THE BIG LOTTERY COMMUNITY BUILDINGS PROGRAMNE 
 
The Big Lottery Commuity Buildings programne is looking to give money in 2008 to community 
building improvement projects that will enhance community cohesion and inclusiveness, while 
reducing exclusion and deprivation. This is a one off funding opportunity which the Charity are 
keen to exploit if possible. 
 
The Charity want to change the character of the Village Hall and make it provide a real focus 
for this community. The creation of a “Community Suite” in our Village Hall would enable the 
us to enhance the Hall facilities and allow a wider range of activities to take place. We need to 
to do this to encourage greater use of the Village Hall so that it remains sustainable and viable 
into the future and is at the centre of our community. This is a way fo achieving this aim and its 
definitely a win - win situation as the Lottery do not require the Charity or the residents of 
parish to contribute to the costs. 
 
In December 2006 a liaison committee was set up consisting of four Charity Trustees and four 
Parish Councillors charged with consulting with the village on the need and feasibility of 
changing the Hall. In April 2007 the Charity submitted a “Stage 1” grant application with full 
supporting evidence, including the results of the village survey conducted in the Spring 2007 
issue of the Village Newsletter to get your villager’s views. 
 

Village Households Responding Survey by Street 
 

Area No of Houses Households 
Responding 

Highfields Mead 41 30 
Abbey Fields 14 1 
Bicknacre Rd 26 13 
The Common 27 1 
Huntingdon’s Lane 4 3 
Back Lane  17 2 

Geffrey Close 12 7 

The Tye 54 12 

Ashley Green 49 28 

Bridon Close 6 1 

Clinton Close 11 6 

Old Church Road 44 15 

Catherine Close 13 7 

Pease Place 24 9 

Filliol Close 13 4 

Nicholson Place 24 10 

Payne Place 24 3 

Total Household Responses 403 151 
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Out of approximately 400 households a total of 151 households (37%) responded positively to 
the proposal. All the responses were in favour of the proposal for the Community Suite and 
there were no alternative suggestions or any adverse comments and the verbal feedback was 
all supportive of idea 
 
WHAT IS THE VILLAGE HALL COMMUNITY SUITE? 
 
Essentially the new Community Suite would provide a large comfortable room with carpets, 
tables & chairs, with its own small kitchen, toilets, and bar facility and disabled access. It 
would be used for meetings and social gatherings, sporting events, community nights, & 
private parties etc, and would probably remove the need for revenue fund raising towards Hall 
running costs.  
 
The Hall has two halls (a large one for sports use etc and a small one suitable for activities 
such as dancing and play-school), a kitchen, changing rooms, toilets and a separate lock up 
premises for a community post office. A first floor over the right hand end of the Hall has a 
Meeting Room which looks out over the rear and side of the Hall. A suspended ceiling has 
been inserted in the Small Hall order to improve heating and the the whole area above the 
Small Hall is void space. 

 

  

 
Large Hall   Small Hall (windows to the right look out 

over playing field) 

The Charity’s plan is to replace the suspended ceiling with a mezzanine floor and utilise the 
space above the Small Hall, and to link this new room  to the existing Meeting Room to create 
the new Commnity Suite. The same style of construction would be continued from the Meeting 
Room into the new space created by a mezzanine floor inserted in the Small Hall.  
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Existing Meeting Room. 
 

The new room above the Small Hall will provide a new large, bright, warm and welcoming 
community room, lit by windows onto the playing field on one side and with viewing windows 
down into the large hall on the other side. It will be self contained with its own toilets, disabled 
access, kitchen, small bar area, store, and cloakroom. 
 
Heating will be provided by a low carbon geo thermal heat pump system supplying under floor 
heating and hot water to the Commuinty Suite. 
 
The layout of the Commnity Suite is shown in the outline plan  
 
WHAT ARE THE MAIN BUILDING CHANGES? 
 
The plan shows an outline specification for the Community Suite. A major consideration in 
determining the changes to the Small Hall is the mezzanine floor  requirements due to the 
span and weight involved. Preliminary strutural analysis has been done on the steel supports 
and concrete  foundations required in the Small Hall to support the mezaanine floor as part of 
evidence submitted with the Big Lottery application 
 
 
The Small Hall void space provides a floor area of approximately 175 square metres and easy 
access to Hall water and waste services, easy implementation of disabled access (a lift), and 
the possibility of linking up with the existing  Meeting Room (and with it a secondary fire exit in 
the event of an emergency). 
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It also provides the possibility of full length spectator viewing gallery onto the playing fields and 
the rural views beyond on one side, and on the other side, a view down into the Hall sports 
court. The Small Hall conversion also has the advantage that it is utilising completely wasted 
space at present. 
 
 Against the alternative option of  a single storey extension to the Hall it is cheaper and from a 
building security, heat insulation/maintenance, and an aesthetic view point, the best solution. 
 
 
IS PLANNING PERMISSION NEEDED? 
 
Planning permission would be required and the Charity have contacted Chelmsford Borough 
Council planning department and had a site meeting with the Planning Officer. Their view is 
that in principle they didn’t see any objection to providingPlanning Permission. The Charity will 
apply for planning approval if successful with the Stage 1 of the Big Lottery Application. 
 
IS THE DEVELOPMENT SUSTAINABLE? 
 
In order to understand the economics of adding the Community Suit a preliminary Business 
Plan has been prepared by a chartered accountant to confirm, based on the current Hall 
usage numbers and activities and running costs for 2006 from the Charity accounts, the 
economics of running the new Community Suite.  
 
The report concludes “the community suite with a small licensed bar would be self funding and 
indeed would take considerable financial pressure off the public purse” (ie the Charity’s 
financing of the Village Hall as a a whole)”.  
 
HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? 
 
The Charity has submitted a grant application for £215,000 including basic construction 
(£135,000), fitting out, professional fees etc, and VAT, risk contingency, inflation, and loss of 
hire cover during building work. It will be entirely funded by grants. 
 
WILL THERE BE DISRUPTION TO THE HALL DURING BUILDING? 
 
The building changes will result in considerable disruption to the normal Hall running and for 
about 6 months use of both the Large and Small Halls will be limited or not possible. 
Allowance for this loss of revenue has been budgetted for in the grant application and we will 
discuss with hirers what the alternative options are. 
 
WHAT ARE TIMESCALES? 
 
The programme for building is overall be subject to the Big Lottery Stage 1 and 2 grant aproval  
process timescales.  
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Applications are presently being reviewed at Stage 1 for basic compliance with the Big 
Lottery’s programme objectives and application rules and  of the 1,600 appliactions for funding 
in England 1,100 have already been rejected. The Charity’s application is one of 500 short 
listed for further assessment.  
 
Successful Stage 1 candidates will be told by the end of December 2007 if they are through to 
Stage 2. Stage 2 submission phase involves provison of more detailed plans and proposals, 
the preparation of which will be funded by the Big Lottery.  
 
If we are successful at Stage 1 the major programme milestones are provisonally listed below: 

 

- Receipt of Stage 1 Approval by BIG Lottery (December 2007) 
- Apply for Planning Permission  
- Building Specification and Detailed Design Plans prepared 
- Stage 2 submission 
- Building Regulations application approved  
- Builders Quotations Received 
- Supplementary grants applied for 
- Charity Stage 2 Submission to BIG Lottery (April 2008) 
- Receipt of Stage 2 Approval from Lottery (July 2008) 
- Builder selected and Contract placed (July 2008) 
- Building works complete (December 2008) 

 

 


