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Information Boards

sited at the Galleywood
Heritage Centre on Galleywood
Common displaying details of the
Greening Galleywood key sites.
A map showing their location
together with a footpaths map is
available from the office.
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Greening Galleywood-

Placing wildlife in the heart of a parish
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The work to clear the rampant and unmanaged Laurel from 250 metres of the churchyard
boundary was carried out by i August 2007 and December 2008,
This opened up the area b the and the old se for wild flowers and
native trees which could not grow under the heavy shade. A new hedge of Hawthorn with Hazel,
Blackthomn, Field Maple and Wild Rose has been planted to replace the Laurel.

There has been a noticeable increase in birds and insects, such as the Green Woodpecker, Jay
and Sparrow Hawk In the churchyard. The delicate Harebell, now a rarity in Essex, and other wild
flowers can also be found in the grass areas and it is hoped that they will re-establish in the
cleared areas

Please contact the Parish Clerk for on this Partsh Councll impr project
covering key-sRes across the Parish - Telephone : 01245 358398 or vislt our website at www.galleywood parishcouncil.org. uk
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The front cover background image is
of The Spinney, Off Brook Lane
Galleywood, showing the dipping
platform.

Detailed interpretation
boards have been erected at
eight key sites in the parish
which list what enhancement
have been carried out and
shows images of typical
wildlife, flora and fauna that
can be found in each area.
Details of all twelve key sites
can be found on the reverse
of the Galleywood Parish
Council Footpaths Map.
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Greening Galleywood-

Placing wildlife in the heart of a parish

Twitten Green, owned by Galleywood Parish Council, is an area of meadow on the site of an
old mill pond in the middle of the oldest part of the Village, with a fine stand of willow to the
east. The area is still fed from one of the many springs in the locality, as evidenced by the
large population of young frogs discovered by the local school children during the spring of
2007 and 2008, whilst planting hundreds of wildflower plugs.

The species planted include Cowslip, Black Knapweed, Tufted Vetch and Red Campion.
The grass s cut and raked in the autumn to allow the wildflowers to grow, flower and seed
to ensure they survive and multiply in future years and continue to provide food for
Butterflies, Moths and other insects.

Ploase contact the Parish Clerk for On this Parish Councll profect
covering koy-sites across the Parish - + 01245 358898 or visit our org.uk
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We must hand on to the next generation an environment no less rich than the one we ourselves inherited.

We al | |l i ke O6natured whatever that means to us per s onahndpreathdvee ard |
interested in the landscape and the history around us. We are part of it. We belong. We want our communities to thribeesaistbinable. Everyone feels
this; it is fundamental.

Il n nature conservation circles O6Living Landscapes 0 atesourdelies fro;mmatumesby o
enclosing it in nature reserves and protected sites. For our own well being we need to integrate it into the landseapedevagse the natural processes
that we take for granted sustain us and protect ourtocortral bul weccanpaaed have d
damaged. We also have a duty of stewardship and we must hand on to the next generation an environment no less richdahan dbeselves have
inherited.

Whilst we may valuedhow can we safeguard and enhance 06our pl ac e dndthé perseveance oon i |
design and deliver a project for themselves; their parish.

The Essex Biodiversity Project was impressed by the venture and wanted to help and so was the Heritage Lottery Fymahwiasserslged much of the
work to happen. But, as a professional nature conslervationist | hav

You walked the footpaths, mapped the hedgerows and pondered on the flow of water in stream and ditches. You listeneantd émel summer birds,
watched newts and bats by torchlight and located ancient trees and ponds. The children joined in, the teachers jgteedamepalong after work, some
gave an afternoon, and some gave a weekend. You coppiced, planted, walked and learned together. How many times didgop hear s ay o0 1 0
done this beforepgl onevédvienaeawvier waenheéheéelkd

At times we all scratched our heads, disagreed, planned, had successes and made mistakes but most importantly yolliegpoypcamdvmgour hands dirty
and got on with it!

| am often reminded that nature conservation is too important to leave to nature conservationists. If we the professjoinddsl lyau a little, you have
inspired us a lot. Thank you to everyone.
Mark lley, Coordinatod Essex Biodiversity Project, January 2009
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Biodiversity

What is biodiversity and why it is important
to our Parish?
Selecting the key sites

Biodiversity, which is short for biologicalWhat does this mean in practice? In the pasOne of the first tasks to be undertaken was to
diversity, is the term used to describe the wholeonservationists were mainly concerned with  identify sites across the parish that had the best
variety of life on earth from the largest protecting the rarest creatures and habitats inexisting biodiversity value or which provided
creatures to microrganisms in the soil and all nature reserves. Now there is a greateran opportunity to enhance their value. The
of the habitats in which they live. It recogniseappreciation that there needs to be a wider target was to identify a total of 20 sites that
that no organism can live in isolation and thaapproach where the nature reserves and locatould be protected and enhanced. Ideally
their interactions contribute to the balance ofwildlife sites form the core areas. However therghere would be opportunities to develop links
the global ecosystem. While it is important toneeds to be networks to allow species to movéoetween sites to reduce fragmentation.
try to protect our rarest plants, animals andTo do this we need to buffer the best areas and
habitats, we need to recognise the vital role ofto provide links between sites. The area of the parish is 890 hectares. The
6commonpl aced species in maintaining our |Vlageecentre and residential areas are
systems. Small invertebrates, for exampleSmall sites are unable to support such a widsituated in the northwest of the parish, with
often go unrecorded but play a crucial role inrange of species as a larger site and are moremuch of the development having taken place in
pollinating plants and breaking down dead vulnerable to the affects from outside theirthe past 60 years. Galleywood Common, the
matter as well as providing food for larger boundaries. In recent years there has been anly Local Wildlife Site within the parish, is
animals. We have all become aware of the growing acceptance that we need to work onimmediately to the west of the village centre.
decline in once common bird species, such ksger scale schemes that cover a landscap&he rest of the parish is largely in agriculture,
house sparrows and song thrushes and moseale. Prominent examples are the Great Fepredominantly arable, but close to the centre
recently the threat to bee populations. Project in Cambridgeshire and the South Essex the village there are remnants of the

Marshes along the Thames Estuary. Clearly thosiginal small field patterns. There are only
For many people, protecting wildlife foritsownd oes ndét wor k i n al l a rfieeahectares of ancient woodland comprising
sake is important enough; however the value of seven small woods remaining in the parish.
biodiversity in maintaining ecosystem servicest a parish level there might be a number of
and in factors such as our health and4elhg key sites, some designated as Local Wildlife Galleywood Common is already in active
is becoming better understood. Research h&ites (LoWS) and a network of features such asmanagement by the Chelmsford Borough
proved the link between a healthy environmenhedges and ponds linking The Common, toCouncil, so it was decided that this site would
on our physical and mental wbking and the woods on the boundaries of the parish. not be identified as a key site for the project.
contribution that natural habitats can make iPAn aim of Greening Galleywood therefore was Due to the history of the parish and its current
dealing with issues such as flood management consider how we could make the links land uses, most of the possible key sites are
food production and timber. between the small sites throughout the parish. relatively small.
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Overview

_ ~ The project would benefit not only wildlife but heritage features - ponds, streams, ditches,
In the spring of 2005, a chance conversationyso parishioners. Working on the sites wouldmportant hedges, green lanes, verges, large street
between two Parish Councilors and Claire Cadmanyqyide healthy exercise, and practical wildlife trees as well as churchyards, school grounds. It was
the then Biodiversity Coordinatted Galleywood  anagement skills would be learnt, fostering athen necessary to identify the owners of each site
Parish Council to enter into a partnership with th&zrong sense of community. The wider communiaynd obtain permission to visit.

Essex Biodiversity Project (EBP). of Essex might alstearn from Galleywood's _ _
experience. Once the survey was complete, it was possible to

Galleywood was well placed to encourage wildlife, produce simple action plans, which together would
being bounded on all sides by the Mefropolitan|n April 2006 the Parish Council made anmake up the Parish Diversity Action Plan. Central to
Green Belt, with intensively farmed arable land, somegpplication to the Local Heritage Initiative Fundthis plan was the aim of joining up the key heritage
orchards and small areas of ancient woodland, twofor a lottery grant and in Julj2006. £25,000  sites and extending them into the heart of the
parks - Chelmer and Jubilee and Galleywood was awarded to the project with a completion village. At all times, posters newsletters and
Common (designated a local nature reserve). date of 31 December 2008. A keyequirement of  meetings kept parishioners informed of progress. An
The Parish Council already had "green” credentialsthe project was_the setting up of_a _Iega(_:y to initial database of one hundred volur_lteers was
having published a Parish Footpaths Map, organise&ns’ure that the improvements in biodiversity aredrawn up and plans were made to train them to

over twenty guided walks through the surrounding}SUStamed for a period of at least ten years. is,r:]JL\:ii/lea?:e?nv:;:l:a?ﬂesrlit;zén order to manage and

countryside and produced a Village Designin order to fulfill its stated aim of involving as
Statement, but the proposed project was fi@0re  many people as possible from the local Of the twenty potential sites identified for
ambitious. Indeed, it appeared to be unique for a community, the first step was to find out howimprovement, twelve were finally adopted. Much
local parish community to prepare its own-bio |ocal people use and view their local areas, whatvaluable work has been done on ponds, a
diversity plan and involve so many people in thethey value and whatmprovements they would disappearing asset in the natural environment.

decisionmaking process, looking at their own locallike to see. These questions were asked in a ' o .

natural heritage. simple questionnaire, sent to all households and tH"€ Ponds at the Spinney and adjoining bridleway

key audiences within the community, such as yo&ﬁ have been cleared of rubbish and silt and weed.

groups, schools, allotméwiders, farmers, church
councils and retirement homes. Respondents were
Ynvited to list any wildlife present in their
environments. These replies led to the
identification and mapping of key natural

With natural habitats increasingly under threat, the
aim was to improve existing green areas and begin
to join up these green islands, thereby creatin
green corridors for wildlife tonove along and thus
help encourage biodiversity.



Overview( Cont d é)

New ponds have been dug at Galleywood Infant existing as well as plant new hedgerow and

School and Galleywood Heritage Centre. Both how to recognise small mammals, amphibians
reptiles and cgdurlng a family bawalk) bats.

Marven's Pond and M.'” Pond on The Common haVeGreat Crested Newts were unexpectedly found.
been surveyedyevealing Great Crested Newts

and (in the latter) a Spiney Loach. Families also went on a foray to discover local
fungi! It is hoped that this training will encourage
and enable all those who participated to feel
confident in taking on theaintenance of key
wildlife sites beyond the lifetime of the project.

Habitats have been created, with thee-
establishment of a wildflower meadow at Twitten
Green and new wildlife areas at Galleywood
Infant School and Galleywood Heritage Centre
For those who did not have "harals'

To help establish the wildlife corridors much new involvement, new interpretation boards and

hedging has been planted 300 metres on the walking guidesshowing the key sites should Mot her duck and her brooc
west bank of Galleywood Brook, 180 metres of ojpance their enjoyment of the green areas and O Galleywood Common in spring 2006

hawthorn hedge surrounding St Michael And All oy them to understand and respect the and The well established new pond at Gal-

Angels church and -filling at The Spinney. leywood Heritage Centre

Hornbeam has been coppiced at Spring Wood

and old Sycamore removed at Grove Wood. It is envisaged that this publication will serve

as a useful guide to encourage other local |
In the Old Orchard, on the northem boundary of 5 ighes to undertake similar work. Wildlife |

Chelmer Park, neglected apple trees have been |ooq)y is under threat and needs all the help i
pruned and additionalold Essex apple varieties can get! We must all cherish it, not just for thellt®

planted. ten years required under the terms of the

Pupils from Thriftwood School gave useful help on Project, but for generations to come. This will befs
several ofthese sites. The project provided a ©Our true legacy. &
wide variety of training opportunities; important
skills such as coppicing and pond creation were
taught, training was given on how to identify
spring flowers andlifferent birds, how to map

biodiversity of the parish.
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The Project Plan

Executive Overview Landowners within the Parish were approached
and a draft map produced showing potential Task 7
Task 1 key sites for enhancement. Practical workshops, conducting surveys,

Galleywood Parish Council established thérhe collated material was presented at a Publicoppicing, hedge planting, walks identifying
Greening Galleywood Project Committee,Meeting which received full support to launch th#lora and fauna, vertebrates and invertebrates

chaired by a Parish Councillor, with otherpractical project work. across the parish proved to be very popular,
members representing the Council, Essex particularly for the local children, who
Biodiversity Project, Essex Wild Life Trust, Locask 4 persuaded their parents and grand parents to

Schools, Youth Club and Parishioners. The fifstorogramme of skills training was formulatedalso come along.

formal meeting was held in August 2006 with ato run throughout 2007, tutored by experts

mandate to manage the project and report recommended by Essex Biodiversity Projectask 8

monthly to the Parish Council. The project w&nglish Nature and Essex Wildlife Trust, in thEhrough out the project the Committee
planned and monitored by the committee usingurveying of wild life species, environments andontinually organised a number of public events

a Gannt chart run on a software package practical enhancement work. and exhibitions, PowerPoint presentations and
www.openworkbench.org periodic Greening Galleywood Newsletters.
with the administration and financial controlsTask 5 Posting on the Parish Council website and BBC
managed by the Parish Council staff. In parallel with task 4 the Committee visited alBreathing Places was also used to reach a
the potential sites for enhancement, met with landrger audience in Chelmsford and beyond. The
Task 2 owners, developed individual action plans andmaterial has been used in the preparation of

A publicity campaign was mounted to run oveinitiated the designs for the interpretation andthis final project publication.

two months, involving the designing, printing anchformation boards.

distribution of a leaflet and questionnaire to Task 9

every household in the Parish. The launch wassk 6 A 10 year legacy maintenance programme has
backed up by a press release, interviews onPractical conservation and enhancement wolikeen put in place, with members of Galleywood
BBC Essex, articles in the Galleywoodtarted in June 2007, and continued through tdRights of Way (GRoW), Galleywood and Great
Grapevine Newsletter, websites, posters, flyer009. The variety of work undertaken had to be Baddow Environmental Group, individual

and community walks. planned on a seasonal basis, hedge and treesolunteers and a small annual budget provided
planting Autumn/ Winter, wildflower planting by Galleywood Parish Council. The
Task 3 Spring, tree management and ground clearancestablishment of the Galleywood Heritage

Data from the returned questionnaires wadate Summer. Matching availability of volunteersCentre in 2009 and its late inclusion as a key

analysed and an initial report published their skills, the weather conditions, and the worite has provided a focal point for continuing the

identifying interested groups and volunteers. activity presented the Committee with  aninterest in the Greening Galleywood Project.
organisational challenge.



The Project Committee

Ms Gen Broad, Essex Biodiversity Project

Ms Ji | | Collins,
The lateBernard Cooper

Mike Humphrey, Galleywood Youth Centre
Mrs Chris Moles

Steve Plumb, Essex Biodiversity Project
Tony Rouy

Clir David Stevenson

Malcolm Stuart

Clir John Turkentine

Clir Bob Villa

Mrs Anne Whalley, English Nature

The Committee met sixteen times between For two weeks in the summer 2007 groups of

August 2006 and February 2009 and
planned the publicity launch, drafted leaf-
lets and questionnaires organised a re-

Pr i nc espogse Tcellgcdon and delivery to every

household in the parish.

The feedback from the questionnaires pro-
duced the first report and draft map of suit-
able sites to survey and also identified vol-
unteers and local interest groups. Analysing
the questionnaire feedback enabled the
Committee to initiate planning of specific
workshops.

Work was then initiated to identify up to
twenty natural heritage sites across the par-
ish which had to be accessible from a high-
way or public footpath and then sort per-
mission from landowners to carry out this
work on their land.

Tutors with various disciplines were identi-
fied and hired to run workshops and related
skills training programmes which were car-
ried out in two parts; a class room tutorial
and practical demonstration on the key sites.

The Committee regularly reviewed and re-
ported on the number of volunteer hours
and control of the project funding.
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International Scouts, camping at near by
Hylands Park in celebration of the centenary
scouting made a major contribution in the
clearances in St Michael & Al Angels
Churchyard. Regular volunteer working
parties continued the clearance with the help
of students from Thriftwood School. The
felling of the larger trees was carried out by

BTCV.

The late introduction of Galleywood
Heritage Centre into the project was
supported overwhelmingly by the Church of
Latter Day Saints (Helping Hands Project),
who cleared the overgrown waste land, laid
pathways, constructed fencing and created a
new pond.

The final remit was to compile this project
publication and provide legacy support for

10 years. At this point the Committee was
wound up and the legacy is being taken on
by the combined forces of Galleywood

Rights of Way (GRoW), Galleywood and

Great Baddow Environmental Group
functioning from the Galleywood Heritage

Centre.



The Key Sites

The criteria for selection Actions carried out Actions carried out
e Accessibilityd either by direct public access * The clearance of the laurel from thee A compartment within Grove Wood was
or visible from road or public right of way. boundary, including stump removal. ~ coppiced by volunteers and pupils from
e Existing biodiversity value or opportunity to® The planting of 1000 hawthorn, hazel, wild  Thriftwood School.
enhance/create value rose, dog wood, holly and field maple to « A training course in woodland management
re-establish the original boundary hedges. was run using Grove Wood as the practical

e Opportunity to directly link to other sites and | ¢

act as Ostepping stonesdo or species movi ngement
A specific issue of the lotgrm maintenance 'b&rands Fafil woSaB
and liability for Galleywood Parish Council and
landowners resulted in a number of initially
identified sites not being pursued.

Grove and Spring Wood _ Galleywood Brook
These two small areas of ancient woodland arehis small stream runs from Bakers Lane through
situated adjacent to Galleywood Brook. Grovethe parish in a shallow valley along the
Wood contains predominantly hornbeampoundaries of Grove and Spring Woods. It
coppice with oak standards although some@rovides an important wildlife link from the
areas contained significant areas of hawthornsouthern boundary of the parish and joins
St Michael And All Angels Churchyard It does have one large wild service treeSandon Brook, outside the north eastern
Although most of the churchyard is open angf9€ther with several suckers and areas opoundary. It appears to have been a significant
formally managed by the Dioceses it still hag!UeP€lls —and other ~ancient ~woodlandancient boundary with some sections of the
areas of value for wildliife. There are areas of Indicators.  Spring Wood has areas ofremaining hedge having up to ten woody
grassland close to the boundary and thel'0rnbeam and sweet chestnut coppice wikpecies within a 30m section, with old pollarded
allotments beyond where harebells, a scarcd!UePell and pignut in the ground flora. hornbeam and ash. However there were large
flower within Essex, still survive.  Particular, . . gaps in the hedge that reduced its ecological
concern has been raised over the densaé\lelther wood had been actively managed forand landscape value. There is a public footpath
unmanaged growth of laurel and rhododendronMany years and as a result much of the groundlinning beside the brook with a number of
flora and natural regeneration had been connecting paths leading to the village and

that dominated the much of the boundary, q q di h
smothering the original boundary hedge. It waguPPressed and some standing trees hafeyond.
tarting dying. Work was focussed on- re

decided to focus efforts on removing the laureP icina the G Wood i '
and then to replant the hedge with native hedge®°PP!cINg the Lrove WWood. o o

species to improve the visual aspect and wildlife A total of 700 whips of various species of
value of the boundaries. hedging were planted in the main gaps along

side FP54 and Galleywood Brook.

The key sites
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The Key Sites (Contdé)

Chelmer Park The Spinney The most striking feature is a series of ponds
This is the largest park within the parish, As its name suggests this is a small woodednd pits along the soutbastern boundary.
totalling about 11.8 hectares. Its primary use is area. As well as a mix of scrubby species Over the years these had been neglected
for sports pitches which limited the the most striking features are its series ofand had suffered from fiyipping. The main
opportunities for biodiversity enhancement ponds and large ditches running throughoutpond was felt to have the most potential for
areas. The main feature is a small remnant ofthe site. The ground flora is quite limited improvement with a marshy area to the north
a traditional orchard of a type that were once however there is one medium sized wildand a dried up ditch to the south.

common within the parish. There is also a smaBervice tree on the bank of the main pond.

remnant of woodland and a pond that had Although the ponds tended not to hold water Actions carried out

dried out. throughout the season there were specimens A community clean up project to remove
of fineleaved waterdropwort present in fly-tipped material from the ponds and

Actions carried out spring and early summer covering the main pits.

An orchard management course was run whickpond. » Coppicing of trees to open up the marsh

provided training on how to undertake area to encourage the ground flora to

management of neglected apple trees and to Actions carried out develop.

plant new ones. This enabled pruning to be+s A community clean up project to remove « Digging out of additional pond, and

carried out on a number of trees and to plant  fly-tipped material from the larger pond. removing accumulated silt from the

25 new trees comprising of traditional Essex s Removal of over hanging branches and margins.
varieties. The new trees were almost fallen trees to let more light into area to
immediately pulled out and destroyed by  encourage the ground flora to develop
vandals. Replacement old Essex apple alongthe margins.

varieties were subsequently planted at the « Removing accumulated silt from the large
Galleywood Heritage Centre and are pond.

flourishing. + Improve drainage by digging out ditches

+ A total of 1000 wildflower plugs were that originally drained the surrounding
planted by members of the Galleywood land and help to retain the water level.
Youth Club.

+ Chelmsford Borough Council undertook theBridleway 29 m—
digging out of the pond close to the pavilion The only remaining green lane within theesgsss
and planted a total of 50 trees to form a parish, 800 metres in length, with mature
new grove for the future hedges and banks to both boundaries.
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The Key Sites (Contdée)

Twitten Green

This is a small grass area in the heart of th&he project included constructing a pond withAetions carried out

village that is maintained for quiet recreation.dipping platform with some additional tree + The significant challenge was to clear an area

In past years the central grass area had beemplanting, a central meadow supplemented withof 0.5 hectares covered with accumulated

left to grow longer to encourage more additional wildflower plugs enclosed by a hedge building rubble, overgrown shrubs and -seif

wildflowers. It was decided to plant wildflower and fence. A path was constructed through thdrees and weeds.

plugs to augment the species that were presensite for ease of access. In addition 25 apple The area has been opened up by removing

trees were planted to create a school orchard. old, damaged and diseased trees and

Actions carried out overgrown weeds.

e A total of 1,000 wildflower plugs were The Galleywood Heritage Centre + The ground cultivated and sown with a rye
planted in the central grass area by The site was not originally identified as a key grass mixture and a small apple orchard
volunteers and pupils from the Galleywoodsite being in the middle of Galleywood planted.

Infant School. Common, latterly used as a Chelmsford BorougRathways were established to provide public
+ Improved management of the grass, with cu€ouncil Depot and not accessible to the publicaccess around the area and a fenced wild life
material being removed from site. However the site was vacated in 2007 and pond was created.

leased to Galleywood Parish Councils Bat and Bird boxes and latterly a bee box

establishing the Galleywood Heritage Centre and wormery have been strategically located.
Galleywood Infant School nature area Charity Trust. The Centre was refurbished and
The school is in the centre of the village and hagpened to the public in November 2009. Thq—
a relatively large playing field that is shared grounds have been cleared and restored as
with the Junior School. The top of the field wagural amenity area, with the emphasises o
underused and identified as a possible locatiorenhancing biodiversity. The Centre provid
for a nature area. There was also an facilities for further education, study and

opportunity for planting a school orchard. enjoyment of the natural environment of
wildlife enclave on the Common, ideally situate
Actions carried out for the continued promotion of the legacy of th

e A separate grant was obtained through Greening Galleywood Project.
Awards for All to assist with the developing a
nature area, using it as a training opportunity
for parents and a resource for aftachool
clubs.
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The Key Sites (Not Progressed)

The Glebe Land Al12 Wood Bushey Croft
A parcel of woodland adjacent to St Michaelhis small ancient wood close to the AThis is a field that had previously been arable
And All Angels church containing a mix of o@mbankment had some coppicing carried outbat had been out of production for over a
and larch with large amounts of overgrowpast years. There was scope to undertaldecade and left largely unmanaged. It
laurel and rhododendron. This was consideréatther coppicing and improve management aomprised predominately of improved grassland
unsuitable due the lack of public access and tdwe wood. Landowner consent not given. with little diversity and some sslhwn young
much for the project to take on in addition to the oaks developing.
churchyard. The Glebe Farm Pond There was some opportunity to develop it for
This pond is situated between Galleywooshformal recreation, however it was not possible
Brook Lane verge Common and Bushey Croft and bounded on ttmreach agreement with all of the trustees of the
This location included an area of verge, aides by a Public Footpath. It had becomand as to this course of action. In addition there
roadside pond and marshy area bounded by deavily silted and overgrown and requiredvere concerns about any letgym management
hedge in poor condition. There were potentialigging out. Landowner consent not given. commitments.

opportunities to improve the grass management
of the verge; however the pond restoration wor,
would have been too large for this project
Difficulties over landownership and the long
term maintenance led to this site being remove
from the project.

Jubilee Park
It had been hoped to undertake projects withi
this small park which contains a scouts hut to
corner. Unfortunately this was not possible.

Galleywood Common woods
The woods comprise predominately of large o3
which requires some thinning. The scale of
works was not suitable for this project and t
land owner, Chelmsford Borough Coun
maintain this as part of their rolling 10 year
Galleywood Common Management Plan

Surveying unmanaged grass land
and scrub oak at Bushey Croft.
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Mill Pond

Initially attention was focussed on the possibility
of restoring this roadside pond on Galleywood

Common, but this is being managed by
Chelmsford Borough Council under their rolling
10 year Galleywood Common Management

Plan.

Great Sir Hughes Woodlands

These comprise two small ancient woodland
shaws towards the eastern boundary of the
parish. There was some potential scope to
undertake some coppicing. Landowner consent
was not initially given and the Project Committee
decided that the site was not a priority as it was
remote from the village centre and could not be
reached from a public right of way.



Greening Galleywoaod

Placing wildlife in the heart of a parish

Galleywood Parish Council, with the support of Essex Biodiversity Project undertook this 30 month project, fundedbyendyag25,000
from the Local Heritage Initiative Lottery Fund. Local people have gained valuable experience in identifying key aspsctsatnfral
heritage, carrying out wildlife surveys and practical biodiversity improvements, leading guided walks around key ardasgm@ind
information and interpretation boards. A valuable legacy for future generations.

The Key Sites

Bridleway 29 -

Clearance of ponds, removing

fly tipping and domestic rubbish. Clearing accumulated silt and weed from large pond.
Galleywood Brook -

Re-establishing 300m of hedges on west bank of the brook.

Galleywood Infant School -

Construction of pond, wildlife area and hedging.

Galleywood Heritage Centre -

Clearance of overgrown area overlooking the Common and establishing a wildlife area.
Grove Wood -

Removal of old sycamore and manage undergrowth.

Marvenbtés Pond

Recording of Great Crested Newts

Mill Pond -

Recording of Great Crested Newts and Spiney Loach.

Spring Wood -

Coppicing of Hornbeam.

St Michael And All Angels Churchyard -

Removal of rampant and overgrown laurel and planting 180m of hawthorn hedge.
The Old Orchard -

Removal of dead apple trees and replanting of old Essex varieties.

The Spinney -

Clearance of debris from pond, and planting in-fill hawthorn hedge.

Twitten Green -

Re-establishing wild flower meadow and grassland management regime.
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The Tutorials

To promote and ~ increase volunteerds An evening tutorial prior to collecting
understanding of the aims and objectives of the insects and a bat walk around the
Project, a programme of Tutorial Workshops Common and the churchyard after dark.

were established. Professional tutors

on wildlife by the development of the built g
environment, conducted a number of workshop$

Each class room workshop and tutorial *
attended by groups of 145 volunteers
representing a wide range of ages, [
backgrounds and interests, each gaining ¢ -
better knowledge and understanding of the

natural environment, the diversity of wildlife
and how to set about surveying changing
populations within their environment.

Practical workshops 6-;“
to develop volunteers identification, surveying:
and practical biodiversity improvement skills.

It was considered important to involve schoq

custodians of our environment and are mor|
likely to sustain biodiversity enhancements, arf
especially if it is in their school grounds.

An additional project partly funded by the |
Greening Galleywood Project and Awards for | .
All enabled the construction of a wildflowerf
garden and pond at St



Children being taught how to plant
a hedgerow in Glebe View

Three examples of at least
fourteen species of fungi found
in the woods on Galleywood
Common in the late autumn.
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Ancient skill of coppicing
hornbeam in Grove Wood




The Surveys

Wildlife Walks

As an introduction for parishioners to theThese evergreens blocked out all the light fronwolunteers visited each farm in turn and

Project, a number of wildlife walks werethe ground beneath and also removed allidentified the individual fields using the

organised giving the opportunity for people to nutrients supressing undergrowth of vegetatioGalleywood Parish Council Footpaths Map. In

get closer to nature. This stimulated theiThis project was worked on fortnightly bygroups, one member sketched out the field and

interest and has resulted in parishionersolunteers over a two year period. To helprecorded the plants in the hedgerows whilst the

attending various tutorials and workshops angomplete it international scout groups from thether member called out what they saw, a third

becoming involved in the practical aspect ofStarburst Jamboree sent working parties to theeam member was in charge of hamats and

enhancing wildlife habitats in the parish. churchyard every day for ten days during thethe final member kept the map and organised

Additionally specific walks were organised atlate summer 2007. The boundary now beerthe areas to be surveyed.

appropriate times during the seasons, by areplaced with thousands of well establishednce the information had been recorded the

l ocal otwitcher o i de nhaitHon iwnigs intefsgersed awithi Wild $oseedme Coilake@ the detail and refined the

of birds, mushrooms and fungi, wildflowersfield maple and dog wood and holly, dr awi ngs ready for the P

insects and bats, small mammals, hedgerowssplicating the original hedge. Within days project folder.

trees and an orchard. dormant wildflower seeds germinated. OtherUndertaking the Survey and being part of this
smaller hedge planting projects have includedmportant environmental project has been

Flora and Fauna the Millennium Footpath, Glebe View, Pymé nval uabl e. Princeds Tr u:

A programme of developing a wildflower Road and fronting the Galleywood Social Club. new skills and have become more aware of
meadow at Twitten Green was carried out over nature and their surroundings.

two consecutive years, where the local childreARedgerow Mapping

helped to plant thousands of wildflower plugs inThe aims of this part of the project was to recorgertebrates and invertebrates

a grassed area formally a mill pond still all the different hedgerows in Galleywood. Thespecific surveys were carried out to ascertain the
supplied by a spring. The greatest interestPr i nceds Trust Vol un gxestrof theupdgliatiort 6f 0Gfeat tCheétedl t a
however was with the hundreds of baby frogsunder the leadership of Malcolm StuartNewts on The Common. On the larger pond only
that hatched out during the planting exercise. Volunteers were divided into three groupsegg cases were discovered indicating a previous
One of the major projects was the improvemengaining access to fields with the landownergopulation there, however on the small ponds
of St Michael And All Angels churchyard whiclermission, or if this was not forthcoming usifige specimens were observed. Surprisingly on
was surrounded by over forty years of public footpaths. Unfortunately not allMill Pond a Spiney Loach was discovered.
unmanaged laurel which had developed into anlandowners were willing to allow access to their

impenetrable barrier of large #formed laurel |and which hampered the thoroughness of the

trees. Survey.
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Surveys (Contdée)

Checking the mammal traps that
were placed the previous evening
along the western border of the Gal-
lops on Galleywood Common.
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Following a preliminary survey the clearing
of undergrowth was priority in a number of
areas so the dormant wild flower seeds
could germinate and grow.




The Surveys (Contdée)

Great crested newts were found in Mill
Pond and a number of old smaller ponds
on Galleywood Common

Spiney Loach an unexpected find
buried the mud and silt in the bottom
of Mill Pond.
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Walks

Galleywood is very fortunate in having a
network of footpaths antridleways, totalling
23 kilometres (14 miles).

Galleywood Parish  Councilsupports
the Galleywood Rights ofWay (GRoW)
groupwho originally surveyed all of the public
Rights of Way in the Parish and were
instrumental in producing the Galleywood|
Footpaths Map.

GRoW carryout routine maintenance of all|
footpaths in the parish, and also devise and

guide community walks on bank holidays ang:
at others times by public request. 3

Galleywood Parish

Footpaths Map
(2nd Edition)

Galleywood Parish Council
Galleywood Rights of Way (GRoW)
Working in partnership with
Essex County Council
Parish Paths Partnership (P3)

Members of this group were also instrumental .
in launching and encouraging volunteers to@P€n air workshop held
contribute to the Greening Galleywood N Bushey Croft, survey-
Project, and with new recruits they are ing the hedges rows.
continuing to help sustain the legacy.

Two specific walks were created for the

Greening Galleywood Project to enable the

public to visit the key sites and see the various
enhancement projects. Extra information on
each walk is available in an accompanying

published leaflet describing historic

featuresand artefacts alongeach route.

The surveying of hedgerows acros
the parish revealed a number of
ancient field boundaries, like this i
alongside footpath 50 from Pondsf
Road to Bakers Lane.
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The Outcomes

The Outputs The Benefits Skills Learned

The project Produced 12 site action plans to Enhanced feeling of well being as a result « Natural heritage and wildlife survey-
form a Parish Biodiversity Action Plan. of increased walking by parishioners, who ing skills.

Eight interpretation boards sited and are also observing wildlife habitats and « Practical conservation skills

3,000 Greening Galleywood leaflets getting involved in conservation tasks. The '

distributed. project has had a marked effect on the ¢ IT skills GIS mapping and GPS skills.
The Galleywood Parish Footpaths Map has amount of exercise being enjoyed by « General computer skills covering MS
been revised to second edition, incorporating parishioners which is particularly noticeable  gycel PowerPoint and Publisher.

details of the key sites and where to find them. at the Galleywood Heritage Centre

500 copies of generic guidance booklets have located on The Common. * Mapping and map reading skills.

been published. + Developing questionnaires and

5 schools visited and 3 school wildlife areas Opportunities have been created for understanding responses.

generated and improved. voluntary work from the Essex Probationary , gnvironmental interpretation and

5 sessions with Galleywood Youth Club and Service (Community Payback Scheme) and ¢ hi Ki

Princeds Trust Group. those unable to secure a regular income par nerg P V\_'°r Ing.

5 community walks. due to social and health issues. » Interacting with other members of the
23 interest group meetings. community.

10 survey skills training sessions Publicity and promotion of the project has , |nterpersonal and communication skills.
10 practical skills training sessions. helped to raise awareness of access to the

A promotional display board sited at countryside and wildlife areas using

Galleywood Heritage Centre. footpaths to the key sites. The imagination

Wildlife survey data collated and PowerPoint  of local groups who have conducted surveys

presentations produced. has enhanced the community spirit.

The Project promoted on two community and

the BBC websites. Parishioners have a new sense of place and

A natural heritage map has been incorporated are taking an increasing pride in their

on the rear of the revised Footpaths Map. environment.

100 wildlife homes installed including bat,
bird, insect boxes and a wormery.

Over 1,000 assorted varieties of wild flowers
planted.

22



The Legacy

Action plans are in place to maintain the legacy
of the enhancement key sites for the next 10}
years. -

The project legacy will be supported by a
maintenance budget funded by Galleywood
Parish Council, and based at the Galleywood
Heritage Centre, where exhibition and [
presentation of archived material will be staged. |
Volunteer training will continue, encouraging theg
development of practical surveying and
environmental enhancement skills.

Photographs and/or reports of sightings of
unusual species, marked changes in populations
of wildlife, flora and fauna, weather patterns
and significant seasonal changes can be
deposited at the Galleywood Heritage Centre,
helping to provide a snapshot of the Natural
Heritage of the Parish of Galleywood |-
throughout the second decade of the 21stj
Century.

laurel

X
Clearance of the around the RE-\5 !
Churchyard has allowed the foxgloves I 7% fe

Copies of this publication will be held by Esse

Biodiversity Project, Galleywood Parish Council
the Galleywood Heritage Centre and also online
via linked websites. Copies will also be made
available to local libraries, schools and other
Parish Councils and the public on request.
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and other wild flowers to flourish and has
opened the view to the old race course.

Construction of a pond in the field to
the rear of Galleywood Infant School
in Barnard Road

Children enjoying planting of 1000s of
wildflower plugs at Twitten Green, site
of an old mill pond which still hosts an
annual population of baby frogs



What We Did Right

Surveys

A range of surveys were carried out as
part of the project. This was important

+ It provided a more detailed
understanding about what was in the
parish.

+ Most were carried out by volunteers
who learnt more about survey techniques
as well as where they lived.

» The results were reported back through
the Galleywood Grapevine Newsletter
and other media to help raise public
awareness.

School involvement

The Galleywood Infant School wildlife

area was one of our key sites and the
work carried out by parents and other

volunteers helped to promote the
Greening Galleywood Project and to

reach out to a different audience.

A small group from Thiftwood School
assisted with practical conservation work
and helped with several projects. This
greatly benefitted the school as they

could walk to local sites rather that be

driven further afield. This has the
potential for an on going resource of

practical help for other community
projects.

Community information

A key aim of the Project was to raise
awareness and appreciation of the wildlife
in the parish. This was successful with 3
range of activities including guided walks
and interpretation boards which will provide
a lasting legacy.

Proximity to the community
It was considered important that the project g
directed the majority of its resources to sites [

that were easily accessible to the majority of
residents, for example by choosing sites
within public open spaces and or close to
public rights of way. A couple of potential —
sites were not felt to be worth pursuing as | = %

Clearing out the

they were remote as well as having a | ponds along
number of other access problems. Bridleway 29
Attracting other funding and resources
We were able to encourage others to apply
for additional grants to fund specific |
projects such as one for a farmer to supply
250 hedging plants to develop a nature [.
area at Galleywood Infant School
The newly
established

hedgerow around
the churchyard
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What We Could Have Done Differently

The parish only has one Local Wildlife Siteumbers of volunteers took part; however for
(LowS), Galleywood Common, making imost other practical projects there was a small
difficult to identify key sites or to achievegroup of regular volunteers taking part. The
corridors/networks; most of those that weresurveys and walks were better attended and in
selected were quite small and in privatefuture it might be worth trying to link activities
ownership. This enabled us to demonstrate tie give people a taste of what is involved.
real issues affecting many parishes in Essex. Lack of regular labour plus the relatively short
term nature of the project raised issues
Developing momentum for the project regarding long term commitments. This
The initial priority was to establish the actiorexacerbated the time taken to agree key sites.
plans for the potential key sites. It was felt thafMore funds should have been set aside to pay
this should be done prior to committing thér employing BTCV groups and contractors to
budget. As the site selection proved to be tim@ndertake the major tasks.
consuming it meant that there was an initial loss
of momentum in the project. While weTime constraints
prepared an initial list of projects to work on, inAs often occurs, this project was led by an
hindsight we should have done this sooner &stive group of enthusiasts who were also
provide a focus on and to help to engage moregnvolved in a range of other activities that
volunteers. Clearly the fact that much of the@laced demands on their time. It was becoming
work was seasonal was a further majoimpossible to maintain a steady momentum,
constraint that limited what could behowever the major tasks were eventually

undertaken. completed with additional support from other
volunteers and the heavy plant provided by a
Engagement local farmer and ground works contractor.

A problem that is widespread is how to engage

with a wider crossection of the local Long term maintenance commitment

community, particularly young people to held@ue to the short time scale of the initial project

with a range of projects. Clearly there is a(thirty months), coupled with the seasonal nature
willingness to become involved with specifiaf the work, only sites where small groups would
projects such as the school nature area arlae required to undertake the work should have

hedge planting in the churchyard where good been selected.
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Many hundreds of man hours spent over two
years clearing dense woodland. Clearance of
tree stumps and removal from site was completed
in just three days using heavy plant, with the
driver supplied courtesy of a local farmer!




