BOXTED PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY MINUTES
Wednesday 8th May 2018 in the Village Hall at 7PM
Called by Cheryl Damen
Present
Chair – Cllr Cheryl Damen
Councillors James Collitt and Angela MacLauchlan
Clerk – Karen Thompson
5 members of the public
1.

Welcome

The Chair, Cheryl Damen, welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish meeting of Boxted
Parish Council for 2019. With local elections taking place last week we are now out of
purdah and can talk about the events of the last year and our plans for the next year.
2.

Approve the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 9th May 2018

After a correction to the minutes of the last meeting they were approved.
3.

Chairman’s report

We were very fortunate for most of 2018 to have a full complement of councillors but we
will need to promote our current vacancies to get them filled again.
This time last year was a difficult time for the council. You might recall had very little by way
of reserves and the relationship between the council and the then clerk had broken down.
We had some immediate help from Peter Studd and then Karen Thompson took the clerks
position for a period of 6 months. Luckily, Karen enjoyed Boxted and applied for the
permanent position and she joined us properly in September.
What we were able to achieve last year was:
•
•
•
•
•

A new team of contractors for cutting the grass on the Recreation Ground which
should hopefully alleviate the problems that the cricket team have had.
We have kept the play equipment in good order with a fresh coat of paint and new
rubber flooring.
We have 2 publicly accessible defibrillators in the village.
A new community hub roof, which most of the costs were covered by a grant from the
Community Initiatives Fund from Essex County Council.
We let a 2-year lease to Bonny Chaplin to run the Community Hub.
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•

•
•
•
•

I’m also pleased that we moved to a cheaper electricity supplier and cancelled Sky
Sports which should hopefully see the Hub and Sports side on a better financial
footing.
We still hope to take on a green at the heart of the village.
The council took on being the sole trustee of the village hall and it continues to
provide a great place for groups and classes every week.
We held a Christmas Tree event which saw many local people turn out and enjoy.
We have even had a coat of paint on the outside of the adopted telephone box – more
work needed there.

We completed the year and have been able to build a slight reserve of about £15,000.
For next year we want to improve parking at Cage Lane and also around the village; improve
the facilities on the Recreation Ground; work to improve our network of public footpaths
and bridleways, secure the new lease on the village hall, develop the village green (when we
have it) and run more community events.
I want to take this opportunity to thank every councillor for their hard work, enthusiasm and
commitment to improving Boxted. It isn’t always easy, and we all lead busy lives, but
effective committed parish councillors mean that Boxted stands the best chance of being a
great place to live, work and play. I also want to say a great thank you to Karen Thompson,
the clerk, for stepping in a short notice and successfully being appointed as clerk.
4.

Presentation of 2018-19 End of Year Financial Statement
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The financial statements show that with a reduction in costs the council has had a year
where it has been able to build a small reserve.
5.

Questions from the public

There were no questions from the public.

Meeting closed
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